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Schoolboy's death was an 
accident says new inquest 

 from the UK 
THE parents of a Tonbridge schoolboy who died after hanging 
himself with his school tie proved this week it was an accident 
after classmates revealed he had previously played a choking 
game. 
There were tears of relief from the parents of 12-year-old Judd 
pupil William Lippell Stanesby when a second inquest found he 
had not committed suicide. 
 

 
 

  
CHOKED: William Lippell Stanesby 

Parents David Stanesby and Sabrina Lippell, from Tunbridge 
Wells, never believed their son had wanted to take his own life, 
insisting he had died accidentally while playing a game in which 



people choke themselves until they faint. 
Mr Stanesby said the game, known to have claimed at least 11 
other young lives nationwide, was "considered in some teenage 
circles to have cult-like status". 
An open verdict was recorded at an inquest in September due to 
a lack of evidence. 
The rare second inquest was called after critical information 
was provided by fellow Judd pupils who revealed William had 
talked about and even attempted the chilling prank. 
Classmates told their teacher William had spoken about the 
"highly dangerous game" in which youngsters restricted air to 
their brain by constricting their necks with hands or a tie. 
The coroner recorded a verdict of misadventure. 
 
 
Credit to article here:  http://www.thisiskent.co.uk/Schoolboy-
s-death-accident-says-new-inquest/story-14146614-
detail/story.html 
 
So a misadventure, or here in the states we would call it "they 
made a mistake by calling this a suicide! So many of our kids are 
dying and their deaths are being labeled a "suicide" by 
uneducated coroners. Time has come for education, if you are 
an ER Nurse, ER doctor, an Emergency worker in the field or 
that Coroner that does the autopsy, look for other clues as to 
whether this child was actually playing the "choking game" , 
know the differences. Don't just automatically think suicide, 
many of these incidents are accidental. Parents need closure 
and need to know.  
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